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Art Adventure 1 Sam Dalkilic-Miestowski

Icon art for Christmas

Should art be part of
Christmas? Yes!

Our ancestors who lived
40,000 years ago painted their
cave walls, not for art’s sake,
but for mythical and religious
reasons. They wanted the gods
to help them have a better life.

In more recent times, the
Sumerians, Egyptians, Greeks
and Romans created statues,
paintings and buildings to
please their gods rather than
for decorating purposes.

During the Renaissance, art
took on a new role. It was no
longer the exclusive property
of religion.

Today, there are still some
artists who follow the tradi-
tions of religious art.

Iconographer Joseph
Malham uses a combination of
many ancient styles. This

includes Russian, Western
European, Byzantine and 13th
Century Italian icons.

Icon means image in
Greek. In the true tradition of
icons, the works are not con-
sidered paintings. They are
considered “Writings or the
Word of God,” states the
artist. When you think in
these terms, the art takes on a
deeper meaning. The subjects
range from Jesus to the Holy
Mother to many of the saints,
including St. Francis of
Assisi.

Joseph Malham is passion-
ate about writing icons. He
feels he was “called” to the
writings. He felt drawn to the
sacred in art from early
childhood. Born in Gary in
1961, he and his six siblings
were raised in Merrillville.
While attending Catholic
schools he absorbed images
of sacred art as well as
Medieval and Renaissance
masterpieces. His fascination
with scared art was nurtured
by the variety of churches,
nationalities and cultures

nearby. After graduating from
Loyola University with a
bachelor’s of art in history,
he spent a year in Rome. He
immersed himself in the rich
heritage of sacred art found
on every corner and in every
church.

After meeting and studying
with famed iconographer
Meltem Atlas, Malhem began
being “pushed further into the
dusky realms of the spirit
where, like the desert, God is
experienced obscurely, in that
proverbial dark mirror where
despite the struggle and the
elusiveness, one presses on in
a spirit of hope and love.”

Malham began writing
icons in 1995. Since 1999
Malham has lived as a full-
time artist having shows and
exhibitions on a regular basis
and receiving icon and icon
banner commissions from
churches, institutions, reli-
gious communities and private
individuals. His clients include
an archbishop and a number
of churches in Illinois. He is
currently an artist in residence

TIS’ THE SEASON
SWITCH YOUR NUMBER TO

-

Xcingular*

SAMSUNG X497

FREE

‘S35 aciivation fes apphes per ne.

inutes: Nights are 9pm — 6am. Weekends are 9pm

After $30 rebate and
with a 2-year service
agreement with media
package of $4.99.
Built-in speakerphone.

CARTRON

vce "and availability may vary by market
detal\s FamilyTalk: $9.99 FamilyTalk hnes aval lable with plans starting at $69.
ust be customer for 30 consecutive days. Must be postmarked by 1
tion is made. Rollover Minutes: Unused Anytime Minutes expire after the 12th billing period. Night and Weekend and
Wireless Internet apply. Textnstant messaging: Premium text messages are charged at their stated rates. Interational text messages not included. MMS: M
r Plan service requires automatic payments with a qualified credit card, debit card, or checking account. Service is available only with a positive account balance. Usage rounded up to the next full minute or mlobyte ‘Account payments are not returnable or transferable. State and Federal Universal Service charges, taxes and other fees
apply. Service subject to Terms of Service and other Erlnted materials. Mobile to Mobile: Available with select plans. Rollover Balance: Pick Your Plan balance rolls over as long as automatic payment is made before the expiration date. Pay As You Go balance rolls over if payment is made prior to account balance expiration. Balance rolls over for 12 months. Night & Weekend and Mobile-to-Mobile
riday — 6am Monday. Mobile-to-Mobile minutes may be used for calls to or from any Cingular subscriber within the calling area. Night and Weekend minutes and Mobile-to-Mobile minutes do not carry over and are available only if there is a positive account balance.

GoPhone: Service is not available at all times or in all areas. Pick Your

CINGULAR

NEW MOTO BLACK RAZR
$QQ99

$179.99 with contract

agreement and media

(while supplies last)

COMMUNICATION SPECIALIST

Cln ular also imposes monthly a Regulatory Cas1 Recovery Charge of up o $1.25 to he\p defray costs incurred in complying with State and Federal telecom regulation; a gross receipts surcharge; and State and Federal Universal Service charges. These are not taxes or govermnment-required charges. Limited-time offer. Other conditions and restrictions apply. See contract and rate plan brochure for details. U
g rounded up to the next full minute or kllobyte at the end of each call or data session, for billing purposes. Coverage is not available in all areas. See
Rebate Card: Samsung X497 Price before rebate card is $29.99. Noki:

99. All linés on account share primar
/31/05.Cingular Nation: Cingular reserves the ri

with New Line Activation or
renewal, 2-year service
package of $4.99 or higher

required. Ultra thin camera
phone Bluetooth® enhanced.

. Early Termination Fee: None if cancelled in first 30 days; thereafter, $240

X
Contacts|
£ )
=
t’ )
=

q et
| —

NOKIA 3120

FREE

After $30 rebate
and with a 2-year
service agreement
with media
package of $4.99
or higher.

oy

Valparaiso
2912 N. Calumet

Across from County Seat Plaza

XOpen Sunday 11am - 3pm

464-2571

line's allowances. Maximum of 3 additional lines and all lines must be on the same bl"ln% account. .
jht to terminate your service if less than 50% of your usage over three consecutive billi

rorated over term. Some agents impose additional fees. Billng: Usage

Children welcomed Santa
to Crown Point the day after
Thanksgiving. Lowell’s down-
town is decorated and
Christmas lights are reflecting
in Cedar Lake. I get the feeling
that Christmas is on its way.
HO HO HO!

Charlie and Marilyn
Kaper had a crowd at their Cedar
Lake flower shop open house the
day after Thanksgiving.

.. Mike Goletz is a fantas-
tic chef but he made too much

really good food for
Thanksgiving. We all were as
stuffed as the turkey.

. Hopefully Cedar Lake

at a church on Chicago’s north
side.

Malham has “always felt
drawn to the sacred in art ...
because it expresses the deep-
est longings of my inner self,
the better part that struggles to
remain on a path toward the
divine and the true that always
lies above the muddle and
mess of my everyday life.”

He concludes: “For a socie-
ty that craves and trumpets
free speech and the freedom
of worship, we have become
more and more reluctant to
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Kitty Conley’s
Scratching Post

building owner  Ronald
Kwasny will sign the state-
ment that the arson fire in his
building on 133rd Place was
not set with his permission.
Then the prosecutor can file
charges against the alleged
arsonist.

.. Thank you to the wonder-
ful people who made 93rd
Avenue between Main Street
and Merrillville Road so beau-
tiful. The classy lampposts and
street lights are a joy to see.

.. Congratulations to Matt

speak the name of God in
public or to honor God with
the work of our hands and
heart. Too often these days
artists are hesitant to name
God as God in their work and
instead use oblique, sanitized
euphemisms that are neutral
and non-threatening.

“In writing icons I am free
to say ‘this is what I believe
and believe to have been
revealed in time and space.
Ultimately, icons proclaim
truths greater than the individ-
ual creating them and then

$999

Add a line for

Goletz as he receives his bach-
elor’s degree this December in
Indianapolis.

Somehow we missed
most of fall. Going from sum-
mer to winter just is not right. I
like fall.

. Mayor Dan Klein hon-
ored the Crown Point High
School football team on Nov.
25 with a proclamation on the
east steps of the Old
Courthouse. He presented the
proclamation to coach Chip
Pettit and team members. The
Bulldogs finished the regular
season undefeated and won the
Duneland Athletic Conference
title.

draw people into those inner
truths.”

Join us for a moment of
reflection and demonstration
of iconic art at the The Steeple
Gallery, 11107 Thiel St., St.
John, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Dec. 4.

The writings of Malham
will add to the spirituality of
the season. Please call (219)
365-1014 for more information.

Contact Sam at The Steeple
Gallery at (219) 365-1014 or at
samowner@sbcglobal.net.
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